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The Influence of the Literati Painting Visual Paradigm on Calligraphic Ink
Methods
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Abstract:

Before the rise of literati painting in the Song Dynasty, calligraphic ink techniques
and the visual cognition paradigm emphasized the spiritual essence of brushstrokes
over variations in ink tone. The use of ink was subordinate to brushwork, and even

when ink gradations appeared, they were not deliberately pursued. In the early
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stages of literati painting, calligraphers still adhered to traditional ink techniques,
and literati painting had not yet exerted a significant influence on calligraphic ink
methods.

With the further development of literati painting, by the Yuan Dynasty—when
literati painting reached maturity—some calligraphers gradually moved beyond
the singular paradigm of dense, heavy ink. They consciously incorporated the ink-
wash aesthetics of literati painting, exploring richer visual effects in calligraphic
ink techniques. This led to an innovative paradigm shift in both calligraphic ink
methods and visual cognition.
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literati painting; ink techniques; visual cognition; transition of paradigm;
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