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Abstract:

This research delves into the classic Hollywood trilogy The Godfather from the
perspective of cognitive poetics.By applying basic theories such as schema,
frame, conceptual metaphor and metonymy, it explores the interaction between
its narrative, character-building, and image use and the audience’ s cognition.
The Godfather trilogy breaks the convention of time with non-linear narrative,
unfolds the story layers with multi-line narrative, and sets up suspense to arouse
curiosity.The film makes people think about human nature and society by creating
complex character images, using unique images, mobilizing the audience’ s
cognitive resources, triggering deep resonance, and immersing the audience in
the film.Cognitive poetics provides a new perspective for film appreciation, which
helps to reveal the profound themes and unique artistic charm of The Godfather
trilogy, and opens up a new direction for film research.Therefore, the future
film research should delve deeper into the application of cognitive poetics in film
analysis to explore the interaction mechanism between films and the audience’ s
cognition so that new perspectives and theoretical support for film creation and
appreciation can be provided.

Key words:

cognitive poetics; The Godfather trilogy; narrative technique; character-

building; film image
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