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On Multimodal Cognitive Poetics:

A New Direction of Cognitive Poetics
ZHAO XiuHfeng

Abstract: Boosted by digital technological revolution and postmodernism multimodal literature comes to the fore resha—
ping the situation of literary practice and communication. From a standpoint of reader’ s cognitive interpretation a number
of scholars with Alison Gibbons as taking the lead probe into the relation between multimodal representation and readers’
cognitive operation initiating a new research direction: multimodal cognitive poetics. In reference to Gibbons’ s ground-
breaking monograph Multimodality Cognition and Experimental Literature (2012)  this paper presents a brief overview
over the theoretical research towards multimodal cognitive poetics and an outlook of its future prospect by positioning it with—
in a broad vision of interdisciplinary and postmodernism. It aims to provide an ideological as well as theoretical framework
for promoting the burgeoning research multimodal cognitive poetics.
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