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Cultivation of Creative Thinking and Humboldt’s Idea of University
ZHANG Ye-hong

(Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Tsinghua University, Betjing, 100084 )

Abstract; The German classical idea of university, represented by William von Humboldt’s “Self-
cultivation through Academic Studies” (Bildung durch Wissenschaft), highlights the intrinsic motiva-
tion of education and believes that scientific exploration and the cultivation of academic spirits is the
best way for mental shaping and personality perfection. The educational philosophy of “Self-cultivation
through Academic Studies” focuses on inspiring young people’s scientific ideas, bringing them into the
source of science, and exploring specific phenomena in the overall scientific correlation. This philosophy
embodies an idea of university education with inherently elite attributes. World-class universities should
retain the pursuit of unified understanding of science. The holistic scientific concept is the source of the
original spirit and should be able to intrigue imagination and creativity of human beings. World-class u-
niversities should be able to inspire students to constantly generate enthusiasm for understanding hu-
man society and the objective world, cultivate scientific spirits, promote scientific insights, and develop
creative thinking ability. University faculties should systematize knowledge based on their intellectual
accumulation, lead students to explore the essential problems of human existence, embody the spirit of
learning to acquire knowledge, and cultivate the inherent power of innovative thinking.

Key words:idea of university; cultivation of creative thinking; William von Humboldt; university
of excellence



