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On the Cognitive Strategy of A lternate Narrative

— Sethe s Infanticide in Beloved as a Case in Point
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Abstract The altemate narrative as a sort of extreme or unconventional literary representation is likely to cause absence or
distortion of the authorial encoding purpose in its reading and hence failure to discem the overall cognitive script This essay in-
tends 1o focus on Sethe s infanticide in Beloved as an aliemate narmtive with intent to exemplify the fact that the extreme narma-
tive representation in literature does not solely acconmodate literary concems in its general sense rmather it ains to realize the
text’ s underlying encoding expectation by deliberately deviating fran the conventionally—stipulated cognitive scripts
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