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Comparation, Cognition, Poetics: The Threefold Construction
of Comparative Cognitive Poetics — A Reflection on the
Localization of Cognitive Poetics
YAN Hong

Abstract: Cognitive poetics is a literary research paradigm and literary theory based on cognitive
science that has emerged in the West. The construction of comparative cognitive poetics is a reflection
on the localization of cognitive poetics, which is mainly carried out from three aspects: Firstly,

in the light of relevant theories on the comparability of comparative literature, by means of the
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discrimination of the connotation of “comparison”, this paper probes into the inevitable variations and
new generations of cognitive poetics in China in the scope of comparison, from which an effective
approach of the construction of the localization of cognitive poetics can be derived. Secondly, in the
scope of cognition, this paper purports to discover the cognitive resources in the Chinese classical
literary theory for the purpose of constructing a localized cognitive poetics based on the renewal
and modern transformation of traditional resources. Thirdly, in the scope of poetics, by positioning
comparative cognitive poetics in the theoretical context of the “post-theory” and unifying human
existence with language and mind, this paper discriminates the rich and colorful conceptual discourses
that embody metaphorical thoughts and sensitive expressions in Chinese literary theory from the
perspective of cognition, and basing on fully interpreting and consulting western cognitive poetics
and on the reflective theoretical thinking, it also attempts to reexamine and reevaluate all literary
activities and processes by integrating cognition into poetics so as to shape the academic character of
the localization of cognitive poetics with a unique feature of Chinese poetic quality of cognition.

Key words: comparation; cognition; poetics; comparative cognitive poetics
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