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Literary Criticism as Cognition
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Abstract: Literary criticism per se contains some of the quality of cognition and it can be construed
as a kind of special cognitive form. This paper, starting with the developmental history of criticism,
along with some related classical theories and a textual analysis, explicates the cognitive attribute of
criticism, explores the tradition of cognitive literary criticism and analyzes, by further combination of
the developmental history of cognitive poetics and cognitive literary criticism, the status quo of the
contemporary cognitive turn in literary criticism.
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