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Stones of Other Hills:From Defamilarization to Foregrounding

WU Xian-you
(College of Foreign Languages, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract ;: Defamiliarization and foregrounding are two essential terms of different academic schools, but there exists a

close tie of inheritance and development between them- Though having something in common: they are intrinsically different -

Linguistically, the former mainly deals with those linguistic features of "qualitative prominence” while the latter not only

stresses those features of “qualitative prominence”, but also values those of "quantitative prominence”; and additionally, the

latter insists that only those motivated linguistic features are of stylistic values, so it is more valuable in theory and more

practical in practice- By such clarification and interpretation, some vague ideas about the two terms are cleared up in stylis-

ticss particularly in functional stylistics-

Key words :defamiliarization; foregrounding; qualitative prominence; quantitative prominence; review
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