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Texts Cognition and Style. A Book Review of Stylistics

Wu Xianyou Tan Xiaoyong
( School of Foreign Languages Chongqing Normal University Chongqing 401331 China)

Abstract: This book explores a variety of heated topics in stylistic study concerning: (1) some basic re—
search theories and approaches such as its definition scope of study research goal data for analysis princi—
ples of stylistic analysis; (2) the interaction between discourse and context as well as its interdisciplinary na—
ture such as stylistics and pragmatics interaction in discourse sample analyses of dramatic texts; (3) cogni-—
tive stylistics or cognitive poetics a pioneering research paradigm whose classical theories in cognitive lin—
guistics such as schema theory figure and ground cognitive metaphor theory text world theory deictic shift
theory contextual frame theory etc. can be well applied to analyzing various texts and literary texts in par—
ticular. Such an interpretative process contributes much not only to a reader’ s better understanding of its ver—
bal art thematic significance and aesthetic value but also to investigating from a new perspective the reader’
s mental activities during the reading process and how this influences the interpretations that readers generate
about the texts they are reading. The authors have gestures towards some new promising directions in stylistics
i. e. corpus stylistics cognitive stylistics critical stylistics and multimodal analysis. This book from a broad
theoretical vision carries such features as rich knowledge latest findings and practical value and fully dem-
onstrates the unique charm of stylistic study.

Keywords: Stylistics; text; cognition; book review
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