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ture influenced by the West.
Ontography and “Yi Wu Guan Wu” Tang Weisheng - 110 -

Over the past 20 years, Speculative Realism and its subset Object-Oriented Ontology rising

3

in the Western academia have become the new engine for the “material turn”, but “material cul-
tural studies” remains the dominant paradigm in China, and being writing, or ontography. has
largely been ignored. The reality of things that exists outside the “correlationist” thought can be
approached by four strategies, i.e., mathematical formula, listing, allusion, and agency-attribu-
tion. Ontography can be employed in service of a great variety of writing effects and rhetorical
purposes. The reality of things has also been thought of in Chinese culture, and “Y: Wu Guan
Wu” (observing things from the perspective of things ) may be regarded as a Chinese solution to
the issue of ontography. A comparison between Western notion of “ontography” and Chinese no-
tion of “Yi Wu Guan Wu” will deepen our understanding of both.

Non-Human Narratives: Concepts, Types and Functions Shang Biwu - 121 .

Non-human narratives refer to the organization of events involving non~human entities into a
text, and include four main types: narratives of natural objects, narratives of supernatural ob-
jects, narratives of artificial objects, and narratives of artificial humans. In narrative works, the
non-human entity at the level of both story and discourse usually plays the roles of narrator,
character and focuser, thus performing three narrative functions, namely the narrative function ,
the action function and the observation function. The inclusion of non-human narratives in the
scope of investigation can not only enrich the existing narrative theories and abandon the “anthro-
pocentrism” of narrative studies, but also provide due criticism and interpretation of the large
number of non-human narrative texts that exist in literary history.

- The Critique of Criticism - Writer Criticism Studies -

Editor’s note: On 15 October 2014, General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out at a symposium
on the work of literature and art that literary criticism is a mirror and a good medicine for literary
creation, and is an important force in guiding creation , producing more fine works, improving
aesthetics and leading the way. Recently, the Propaganda Department of the CPC Central Com~
mittee and five other departments jointly issued the “Guiding Opinions on Strengthening the
Work of Literature and Art Criticism in the New Era ,” putting forward new requirements for the
work of literature and art criticism in the new era. In order to further summarize and reflect on
the experiences and problems of Chinese literary criticism , Chinese Journal of Literary
Criticism opens “the Critique of Criticism” section from this issue, aiming at discussing and re-
flecting on criticism in the light of current critical practices. It is not only conducive to the
healthy development of criticism, but also helps to exploring the value function of criticism, ad-
vocating a new style of criticism, and creating a good atmosphere for literary criticism. The three
essays selected for this issue focus on the phenomenon of writer criticism, which has received
considerable attention in recent years, and through analyzing the characteristics and limitations of
critics’ personalities, motivations , perspectives and methods, together with typical cases , points
out the strengths and weaknesses of writer criticism, and provides some reference for the current
pluralistic pattern of literary criticism.

Detail Concatenation or Contextual Isolation. On the Methods and Perspectives of Writer Criticism
Ye Liwen - 132 -

Personality. Problems and Contemporary Awareness of Writer Criticism Li Yong - 141 .

The Ideological Connotation and Literary Style of Wang Meng’s Literary Criticism
Wen Fengqiao - 148 -
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