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The Alienated Homeland : Rural Imagery in Huang Runsheng’s Contemporary
Figurative Painting and the “Mental Transformation” of Visual Perception
Peng Rong

( College of Arts, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610207, China )

Abstract:

Distinct from 20th-century Chinese rural painters in terms of lived experience and
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perceptual approach, Huang Runsheng consciously or unconsciously employs
an “alienated” visual discourse to distance his work from established rural art
traditions. Through depictions of decaying villages, chaotic street scenes, and
the expressive tension of “dark-toned” pictorial forms, Huang constructs a

“neo-rural” landscape that redefines both rural imagery and visual cognition.
From the perspective of cognitive art studies, Huang s achievements over two
decades spanning oil, watercolor, gouache, and pen drawings have indelibly
imprinted this “alienated homeland” onto the visual history of contemporary
Chinese rural art.

Key words:

neo-rural painting; Huang Runsheng; rural imagery; visual cognition; mental

transformation
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