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A Cognitive Poetics Study of Oates’ s Zombie
LIU Yuhong
Abstract: Joyce Carol Oates’ s prized novella Zombie is more than a crime fiction. It is a “body narrative” in which gaze
discipline disguise and management of body form the core content of the story. With the help of Figure/ground relation and
Container schema two basic critical tools of Cognitive Poetics we can explore the dynamic relationship between sex/love
violence desire for power and the Oatesian realism.
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My name is Q_ P_ & I am thirty-one years old
three months.

Height five feet teen weight one hundred forty
seven pounds.

Eyes brown hair brown. Medium build. Light
scattering of freckles on arms back. Astigmatism in
both eyes corrective lenses required for driving.

Distinguishing feature: none.

Except maybe these faint worm-shaped scars on
both my knees. They say from a bicycle accident 1
was a little boy then. T don’t contradict but I don’t
remember.

I never contradict. I am in agreement with you as
you utter you words of wisdom. Moving you asshole—
mouth & YES SIR 1T am saying NO MA’ AM I am
saying. My shy eyes. Behind my plasticerimmed
glasses that are the color of skin seen through plastic.
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