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Title. The Disfigured Fisher King: Body Narrative in T. S. Eliot’s The Waste Land

Abstract. The Waste Land was greatly influenced by the legend of Holy Grail in which the protag-
onist’ s body plays a determining part in the myth of life and fertility. The most obvious influence
of the Holy Grail upon The Waste Land lies in its adoption of the body-troubled legendary king.
The Fisher King, the prophets and all other characters in The Waste Land met various kinds of
trouble, could not participate in vegetation ceremonies, and were thus disfigured into fisher kings.
Such a narrative of the troubled body not only betrays Eliot” s New England Puritan background,
the Eliots’ health condition and matrimonial relations, but also serves as a successful case for Eli-
ot” s theory of impersonality.
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Rt REEA AT BEAIE — 1 72 KAYTFIR” (Eliot, Selected Essays 276) , (SR Y T 5
AT DA R A SO I AT 3N 00 RAE MR Bt 4 B B R BEAT AT R AL AL 2R, 003 — L B IR
T R XA A 00 AR DS PR F NS HAb 6 5 b A2 R FndEA
NGRS EE SR

BXAE B SR BOR AL B Ay MBI AR NAC T4 T T DUARAE TR 2 S0 R 4L T 5 248
(g — > BEXENLE, BI R SE R (e IR ) i EAR UL TE & . U Rr e 48 (e R ) U TE R, &R0
YT — A ) il B 78— S A R A B B0 Ff £ (personage) - BRI A M A4 T 2k
(Eliot, The Annotated Waste Land With Eliot’ s Contemporary Prose 72) 25 E N E NG ER
PRI BRI & (PR R R AR Z S 2 % E SR A B e A £ 3
X S8 BE AT DR BR L g 23 S BRAE A= i BETE AN SR i W BB A5 07 D SR 27 v RS B 1 T 58 RR
R ] AR G ) Y P8 /R 3 78 IR R DL S AT Aol — 2SR RN B0 R
ERABAT R R ) LR AR 2 A 0 B R R BUIRAS AT AR B4 A AR B RE A AL
RIDUANAE BB » AR 2 [R) 35 A 4 0 B S BIR » R T A1 17 2 PR i B 3 BR A A 502
WXER . (GRlR) R T ZEMACAR 7 20, AL 2 75 WAL 7 X & S A — A R B U
& XALE RIS F R — AL S KB R T RRSUY DR S —— &, il KR AL B S
AR 22 FE > R AR 2 ) S RSO R T IR 0, R SRR (e R ) 1 R i v 5 G =2 Bk . L2
Ui B ST 1 SEBE R SR A B 0CRE i 2, AR AN AR B T DL 8. i i % g S AR A% 7 o
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e [ Notes]

@ Eliot: The Waste Land 1. JT5I(FEJ) Wra) 2 B BRAS BUS SURRE DTS S 75 INTE

@ TR Musing upon the king my brother’ s wreck” , 5% 3 “ wreck” — 7] B 7] DA #8 iy H & 5, o 0] DL 3§
“ERF BRERTR BRI, IR O EERE R T i E I S ORI

3 1959 F M FFTE R 32 (LARIFIR )10 & K Ui, 388 B O A0 BT 8 S8 [ SCap AL 49, HL R 7 R 1 R
“kHZE", See T. S. Eliot, “Interview by Donald Hall (1959) ,” Writers at Work; The “ Paris Review” Inter-
views> 2nd ser. » ed. Van Wyck Brooks (New York: Viking, 1963) 109 - 10, [F4F, RS FEAE £ E Z R 5582
BefrfEas PR EIHE 2R — DB R 221 A, See T. S. Eliot: “The Influence of Landscape upon the Po-
et:” Daedalus (Journal of the American Academy of Arts of Science) 89.2 (Spring 1960) . 422.

@ 4 Thormihlen #ilE, H. M. Williams fx 42 H“ L4 1 47 (a ventriloquial figure) 3X — 3t i . BRI B 76 1=
O A", Henlen Gardner 1 Richard Drains 765 H Y25 i B0 « T35 3157 XA AKIBE R B O
JEY ) BURH T5 . 2 W Thormihlen 83.

& #E A B BT B BRI o il i 7 R (O IR ) E AR UIE & B9 SCER T 2 Smith, T. S. Eliot” s Poetry and
Plays: A Study in Sources and Meaning 67 —76; Michael P. Dean, “T. S. Eliot’s Tiresias: A Unifying Force in
The Waste Land,” Publications of the Mississippi Philological Association (1984) . 125 - 33; John Richardson,
“Age and Youth in ‘The Waste Land’ ,” English: The Journal of the English Association ( Dundee, UK)165.39
(Autumn 1990) : 215 - 27 7 % & W #9 3CHK ] 2 [ Thorméhlen 77; Calvin Bedient, He Do the Police in
Different Voices: The Waste Land and Its Protagonist ( Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press.
1986) ix; Nancy K. Gish, The Waste Land: A Poem of Memory and Desire (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1988)
39 —40; Louis L. Martz, Many Gods and Many Voices: The Role of the Prophet in English and American Modern-
ism( Columbia and London: U of Missouri P, 1998) 3 —33; Sloane 16 - 20.
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