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Abstract The genre of XunGao in the early Western Zhou Dynasty can be divided into two types “the YuZhong type”and “the
XunJiao one”. The differences in speech objects cause the differences of the writing strategies and the purposes of the two types.
Though the genre of XunGao in the early Western Zhou Dynasty has a kind of generic ritualistic background and the administrative
functions generally speaking it belongs to the style of political education. It still mainly record words but the elements of the narra—
tive in it have gone beyond the cause-effect pattern which means the increase of the narrative freedom. The drive mechanism and the
writing method of the genre of XunGao have the strong relationships with the political ideas of “Listening to the words and adhering to

the teachings of the former emperors” and the primarily formed institution of historiographers.
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