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Thing and Thing-in-Itself, and the distinction between desire’s object and desire’s cause, this essay aims to
study the THING in the theory of Zizek.

ZOU Zan Richard Hoggart and the Cultural Turn 128

Richard Hoggart thoroughly understands the tremendous changes of post-war British social culture,
prospectively brings contemporary culture into his research, and carefully analyzes the working class cul-
ture after the Second World War in order to reveal the cultural significance of the working class’ daily life
and individual experiences. Therefore, Hoggart transforms the opposition between the elite literary cul-
ture highlighted by the British “culture-civilization” tradition and the vulgar mass culture into an emphasis
upon most people’s daily life. Hoggart’s cross-disciplinary view, including experience, agency, ethnogra-

phy and textual close reading, puts culturalism as the main paradigm of early British Cultural Studies.

NANGONG Meifang The Biblical Metaphor in Toomer’s Cane 137

The rich biblical metaphor in Jean Toomer’s most famous novel Cane is a common focus of the crit-
ics. The title Cane pronounces exactly the same as the biblical character Cain, and the novel itself has
much reference, if not similarity, to Cain’s story. Meanwhile, since Cain was often referred to as the an-
cestor of the Black people during slavery period in the south, the author’s Black lineage and his identity as
well as the Black culture in the south have inevitably become one of the frequently discussed topics in its
study. But a closer study of this novel shows that Cain’s story has been subtly adapted, and what the novel
is concerned with is not just the identity and destiny of the Black, but the whole south, including both the
Black and the White.

LIU Bin Feminist Animal Ethics in Contemporary West 144

Animal studies, now a very prominent trans-disciplinary research area, has inspired the construction
of contemporary western animal ethics, of which contemporary feminist animal ethics constitutes an im-
portant branch. Despite its diversity and plurality, contemporary {eminist animal ethics share the follow-
ing themes: firstly, animal enjoys moral significance; secondly, emotion is preferred over logic and rea-
son during the construction of the animal ethics; thirdly, the symbiotic relation between speciesism and
sexism; fourthly, the moral significance of vegetarianism. Apparently, feminist animal ethics has helped
boost the awareness of animal rights and has broadened the horizon of feminist research. However, it has
triggered many problems: will animal ethics, a newly-developed western Anglo-Saxon ethics, be seized by
the west to justify its interference in other nation’s culture Doesn’t vegetarianism mean that a kind of
personal dietary preference will be imposed upon the public as a universal rule Will women’s identifica-
tion with animals be essentialism Doesn’t it mean the construction of another binary opposition when

feminists replace reason with emotion

H. Porter Abbott Innovation and Challenge in the Craft of Interpretation: Dan Shen’s Style and Rhetoric
of Short Narrative Fiction . Covert Progressions behind Overt Plots 152

Dan Shen’s remarkable new study, Style and Rhetoric of Short Narrative Fiction : Covert Progressions
behind Overt Plots forms a departure from the formalist and rhetorical roots of her approach in four prin-
cipal arguments. It provides a new interpretive frame, enabling us to explore another narrative movement
behind the plot development and thus to comprehend a larger world of meaning that is more complex and
profound. Apart from being innovative, the book itself will invigorate narrative theory. It presents a
forceful challenge to existing criticism, raising many good questions and being thought-provoking in vari-

ous ways.
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