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Abstract: Modal logic has provided important methodologies for linguistic analysis of modals and modal expressions but has

done little semantic analysis for a general theory about modals in natural languages. Halliday started from logical relations be—

tween propositions and formulated a comprehensive system of Modality in relation to Polarity echoing developments in multi—

value logic and fuzzy logic and in a sense enriching fuzzy semantics that focuses on the meaningfulness of the third values for

criticizing traditional truth-conditional semantics. Meanwhile Halliday’ s description of extended uses of modals has led to the

discovery of a related system of modality metaphor which has highlighted semantic analysis of modals on the discursive level

offering substantial analytical methods for a variety of disciplines including Critical Discourse Analysis.
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