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Title: Polyphonic Narrative and the Mirror Metaphor: On the War Memory Writing
in Murata Kiyoko’s Elizabeth’s Friend

ABSTRACT: Elizabeth’s Friend, written by Murata Kiyoko, tells the story of three
elderly women with dementia, who experienced the Japanese War of Aggression against
China in different ways and spent their last journeys in the chaotic state of reality and
fantasy. Using polyphonic narrative, the novel not only presents the history of the conces-

sions in Tianjin, Manchukuo and Japan during the Japanese War of Aggression against
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China, but also constructs the war witnesses’ memorial spaces. Meanwhile, through the
opposition between real and virtual images, it reveals the illusory and deceptive nature
of the Greater East Asia Coprosperity Sphere. Moreover, the novel stresses the need for
reflecting on the historical lessons of aggression and the importance of intergenerational
transmission at a moment of a rising trend in right deviationism within Japan.
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