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Title: Choice between Ideal and Reality: Artistic Supremacy or Facing Life? — Seeing Ryuuno—
suke Akutagawa’s View of Art from “Gesakusanmi” and “Jigokuhen”

Abstract: As a representative of the new sense school and the literature subject of “Private fic—
tion” Ryunosuke is regarded as the great symbol of the Classical Taisyou literature in Japan. Ge-
sakusanmi and Jigokuhen two of his works have a unique style in the Akutagawa literature
which reflect his view of art. Based on the text analyses of Gesakusanmi and Jigokuhen the paper
analyzes Ryuunosuke Akutagawa’s view of art reflected by these two works from binary opposi-
tions such as the estrangement between the the main body of creation and the object the contra—
diction between the theme and the pressure of life the game between literary creation and literary
regulation the conflict between literary self-discipline and utilitarianism which reflect his view of
artistic creation—the conflict between the artistic supremacy in ideal and facing life in reality.
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