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Abstract: Born in 1985, Keisuke Hada won the 40th Japan Bungei Prize for Black Cold Water in high school, and was a-
warded the 153rd Akutagawa Prize in 2015 for his work on the subject of old age, Decadence and Rebirth. Decadence and
Rebirth reveals the “othering” of the elderly and the discipline of social medical care and power institutions through body
writing; the contradiction between the decline of the elderly’ s bodily functions and their own needs through the narrative
desire; and the metaphorical “malice” of Japanese society’ s treatment of the elderly through the reflection on the biopow-
er. The story is about a young man, Kento, and his grandfather. The story depicts the emotional entanglement between

the “grandfather and grandson” in two age dimensions: the young man Kendo and his grandfather, which profoundly re-

veals the deep-rooted social problems in the context of the deeply aging society of Japan.
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