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Abstract:

In Private Peaceful, Contemporary British writer Michael Morpurgo tells the story
of Thomas, the hero, growing up in the war and being redeemed. Thomas spent
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seven hours and fifty-four minutes reminiscing about his bittersweet childhood
and brutal wartime experiences before his brother Charles was executed. Under the
light of trauma theory and ethical literary criticism, Thomas’ growing path can be
regarded as the epitome of what the ordinary soldiers encountered in war. Through
this novel, Morpurgo reveals the evil of abusing power in war while highlights the
brilliant of human nature in these soldiers. At the same time, it reflects the theme
of contemporary British war novels: no longer focusing on grand war narrative and
whether the war is just or not, they now express strong anti-war thoughts and call
for attention to the experience and value of ordinary individuals in the war.
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