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ZHAO Y ang Victor Pelevin and His Free Kingdoms-The Cultural Tradition and Style of Postmodernism 3
Victor Pelevin is one of the most preeminent writers in contemporary Russia- His novels profoundly re-
present various layers of society in Russia today in unique forms and language of marked individuality- This
paper tries to pursue the changes in the writer’s themes by relating the major characters with their realistic
society- Through the analysis. we find that Pelevin’s major characters are, like typical Russians, possessed
by the kind of “sorrowful thoughts”, no matter where they are and how the conditions might be; and they
always have the impulse to pursue freedom on their painful and somehow a little self-punishing kind of spirit-
ual route- Thus we can say that Pelevin’s success is largely due to his “free kingdoms”, which are created by

his unconstrained lanquage-

LIU Kedong Stories and Dreams, Tradition and Future: The “Trickster” Image and Oral Tradition in Sher-
man Alexie’s “This Is What It Means to Say Phoenix, Arizona” 18

In “This Is What It Means to Say Phoenix. Arizona”. the author Sherman Alexie, with easy language
delicate narrative structure, and great humor- tells a story, in which Victor, a young man from the reserva-
tion, with the help from his companion, Thomas Builds-the-Fire, goes to Phoenix, Arizona, to get his dead
father cremated and transported back to the reservation. The story describes the living conditions on the res-
ervation; isolated from the outside and estranged from within, and suggests the significance of tradition and
heritage, especially the oral tradition- The trickster character Thomas Builds-the-Fire, is depicted as an op-
timistic, outgoing, crazy story-teller and daydreamer- The success of the adventure is an important step in

the maturation of Victor and Thomas, foretelling a promising future of the Indian reservation-

LING Yue Stone, A Poet’s Metaphor 32

Osip Emilyevich Mandelstam succeeds in keeping away from vulgar politics, for he goes beyond the sim-
plistic resistance and towards great concern for words- He continued to write verses even in exile when he
was forty-seven years old, and he produced beautiful poems owing to his solid stone poetics formed in his

young days: that is. beauty and words are all, far below which are politics and realities-

FENG Jiging Fleeing Desire and Destruction: A Semantic Study of D- H. Lawrence’s Women in Love 41
This paper explores the function of the “displacement” and “destruction” of desire on the level of narra-
tive syntax upon the deep structure and full significance in the text of D- H- Lawrence’'s Women in Loves
with a discussion of the semantic implications of this discursive form in characterization and. especially. the
linguistic meanings of the themes such as the class division, anti-social attitude. and the fleeing from the
modern civilization and city life. The paper attempts to point out that in this novel the critical consciousness
of and the ideological predicament faced by an intellectual in a specific society ares to a great degree, con-
veyed by the inner meanings of the “displacement” and “destruction” of desire as the story line and the tex-

tual characteristic-
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