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Title: Trauma and Narrative in Post-9/11 Vietnam War Novel July July

ABSTRACT: In Tim OBrien’s latest work July July trauma of the Vietnam War
is presented in a narrative mode different from that in his previous works which demon—
strates O'Brien’s attempts to find ways to overcome the division between those who experi—
enced the war in Vietnam and those who did not. In doing so he challenges the canonical
trauma theories on the binary opposition between the traumatized writer and non-trauma—
tized public. His present work suggests that regarding American involvement in Vietnam
and the events that occurred on 11 September 2001 new interpretations of what it means

to be traumatized are needed and that further discussions of how literary productions and
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traumatic theories interact with each other are also required.
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